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Dr. Ron May Inaugurated as 
President of Ancilla College
Ancilla College has inaugurated Dr. 
Ronald L. May as its fifth president 
in school history.  The inauguration 
was held March 16 in the Ancilla 
Domini Chapel.  It marks the second 
presidency for Dr. May, who also served 
as president at Louisburg College in 
Louisburg, North Carolina.

Numerous public figures were on hand 
for the occasion, including Bishop John 
D’Arcy of the Fort Wayne/South Bend 
Diocese, U.S. Congressman Joe Donnelly, 
Indiana state representatives Nancy 
Dembowski, William Friend and Jackie 
Walorski, Plymouth mayor Gary Cook, 
and Rochester mayor Philip Thompson.

Nazareth Home Welcomes 100th Child
Nazareth Home, a foster 

home located in East 
Chicago, Indiana 
and dedicated to 
caring for medically 
at-risk infants and 
children, celebrated 

an important milestone 
when it recently welcomed its 100th 
foster child.  Founded in 1993 by the 
Poor Handmaids of Jesus Christ in 
cooperation with the Lake County 
Department of Children and Families, 
Nazareth Home is licensed for up to six 
infants and children at a time.

During the past almost 14 years, foster 
children, ranging in age from newborn 

through five years old, have been placed 
at Nazareth Home for as short as 24 
hours and for as long as several years. 
“We love each child that comes to us 
and we provide them with the care and 
nurturing that all children deserve,” said 
Sister Barbara Kuper, PHJC, the director 
of Nazareth Home who has been with the 
organization almost from its founding.  
“These infants and children need a place 
where they can feel safe and loved and 
where they can grow and thrive happily.”

Nazareth Home is located in a suburban 
home in East Chicago and is very 
much a part of its neighborhood and 
community.  It strives to maintain its 

The theme of 
the inaugura-
tion, “Called 
to Serve,” was 
one of special 
meaning to Dr. 
Ron May.  “As 
a child, as a teen 
and as a young 
adult,” recalls 
Dr. May, “it was 
explained to me 
by my parents 
and grandpar-
ents that I was given certain gifts and 
abilities and it was my obligation to 

Dr. Ronald May, 
the fifth president of 
Ancilla College

(Dr. May, continued on page �)

(Nazareth Home, continued on page �)
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Ancilla College

Ancilla College Victorious in LifePlex Openers

home-like setting with children’s bedrooms, living 
room, dining room, kitchen and playroom.  In addition 
to a dedicated staff who provides care 24 hours a day, 
7 days a week, Nazareth Home also has dozens of 
volunteer “cuddlers” who offer several hundred hours 
of their time each year to visit the house and play with 
the children.

In August 2006, Nazareth Home held a “reunion” 
picnic and invited the foster children who had been a 
part of Nazareth Home over the past 13 years.  More 
than 30 children and their families returned to share 
stories of their experiences with Nazareth Home and 
to thank Sister Barbara, the staff and the volunteers for 
their years of caring and compassion.

To learn more about Nazareth Home, to offer 
donations or to become a volunteer, please visit the 
Nazareth Home website at www.nazarethhome.com.

-	Toni Mola, Ancilla Systems Inc. Administrator

(Nazareth Home, continued from page �)

Both the Ancilla men’s and women’s basketball 
teams celebrated in style the grand opening of their 
new home, the LifePlex, on January 6, 2007.  The 
LifePlex is a new 132,000 square foot holistic health 
management facility in Plymouth, Indiana, founded by 
Dr. Byron Holm.  The women’s team christened the 
new court with a 76-61 victory over Lake Michigan 
Community College.  The men followed  
with an 85-76 win, also over  

Lake Michigan.  “It was great to get the first win 
in our new facility,” commented Ancilla women’s 
coach Dave Liverance. “The fan support from our 
community was outstanding.”

This marked the first time that either team had a place 
to call their own.  Prior to January 6, the men and 
women played their home games at local high schools.  
“It was great to finally be able to have a place you can 
call home, your own floor with your name on it and 
your colors,” said Ancilla men’s coach Steve Helm.  
“You’ve got to thank Gene Reese for the work he’s 
done and the Holms for giving us a place to call home.  
Kelly Helm, women’s volleyball coach for Ancilla 
College, was instrumental.  A lot of people didn’t 
know but she did a lot of work to bring Ancilla and the 
Holms together.”

“I’m excited about the future.” said Helm.  “The 
LifePlex is a great situation, a win-win for everybody.  
I think there will be a lot of good things to come of it.”

-	James Drzewiecki, Men’s Sports Information Director

Ancilla men’s basketball team celebrated the opening 
of the LifePlex with a victory

You have the option of using your VISA or 
MasterCard to make your donations.  For 
some of our donors, this is a more convenient 
way to give.  

By using a credit card, you can eliminate the 
need for check-writing each donation.  To 
assure accuracy, you will receive a receipt 
from the credit card company and a receipt 
from the PHJC Development Office.

Thank you for supporting our ministries.

Making a 
Donation 
is Easy!

http://www.nazarethhome.com
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Ancilla College / Development

Through Word Gathering we 
attempt to keep the reader 
aware of the PHJC mission 
by providing factual and 
timely information, sharing 
experiences and happenings, 
creating awareness and 
participation, challenging others 
to take action on issues and 
communicating the image of the 
Poor Handmaids of Jesus Christ.
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With the help of all of you, the 2006 Bazaar was a success and many 
people in need benefited from it.  Now in 2007 you are being called on to 
support the 63rd Annual PHJC Bazaar, which is September 9.

That support can take many forms:

• Donate a raffle prize or approach 
a friend, family member or 
business to ask if they would be 
willing to donate to help those 
in need.  Any donation is tax 
deductible.

• Sell/purchase raffle tickets when 
they come out.  The raffle is the 
event that raises the most money 
for our ministries.

• Mark the Bazaar date on your 
calendar now and plan to come 
to Donaldson in September.  
Bring a friend and share the fun.

• Volunteer to assist on Bazaar 
Day.  Without volunteers the 
Bazaar would be impossible.

• Pray for great weather, a friendly 
crowd and a successful event.

Thank you for your continued support of the PHJC Bazaar.  If you have 
any questions, please call the PHJC Development Office at 574-935-1737.

develop those gifts and abilities 
and to use them in service to oth-
ers.  That’s where the call to serve 
comes from.  Whether I’m a class-
room teacher, a husband, a father, 
a family member or a member of 
the community, I’m to use my gifts 
to serve others.  At Ancilla, I have 
been called to serve as president.”

Ancilla College marked the 
inauguration with a number of 
special events held in the days 
leading up to it.  These included 
a kick-off luncheon with faculty 
and staff, a music recital by Dr. 
Herman Taylor and Vivian Taylor, 
a community breakfast, a “College 
Community Fun Night” at the 
LifePlex and a campus open house.

-	James Drzewiecki, Men’s Sports 
Information Director

(Dr. May, continued from page �)

2007

http://www.poorhandmaids.org/
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Led by the Spirit

Two years ago an unexpected and wondrous event 
happened in Cairo, Illinois.  Six young women 
and a married couple came to the city of Cairo as 
missionaries.  All the single women were college 
graduates in their twenties and came from different 
states.  All had previously served in Youth Works 
before they felt called by God to serve Him and His 
people more directly.  These ladies are not associated 
with any specific religious denomination but are 
truly Christian.  Each in her own life has experienced 
God’s love and care and now is intent on sharing that 
love with others.  The missionaries were aware of the 
poverty and hopelessness of many people in Cairo 
and felt God was calling them to lift the spirits and 
move the hearts of the people by their prayer, their 
witness, their service.

How do they minister?  In many and various ways.  
Most important to them is their worship and prayer.  
Every morning and evening they gather — and invite 
others — to join in praising God and begging for 

His grace.  Once a week several of them walk the 
streets interceding for the residents and their needs.  
These young women are very outgoing and in every 
conversation they speak of God’s action in the daily 
happenings of their lives.  In addition, each volunteers 
as tutor in one of the schools, serves in the nursing 
home or the women’s shelter or helps serve food at 
The Kitchen Table.  During the summer months the 
group has prayer, Bible study and play activities with 
the young children and also treats them to lunch. 
Recently this Two Rivers Group received a grant to 
purchase 15 Dell computers and is teaching anyone 
interested in learning.  Indeed these young, vibrant 
ladies have brightened the hearts and lives of many 
and are a blessing much needed in Cairo.  May the 
Spirit inspire them to stay in this area for a long time.

January 30 was the 10th anniversary of The Kitchen 
Table being open in Cairo as a place where nutritious 
warm meals are served.  That day 135 meals were 
served to people who come to share a meal and 
experience the welcome of a safe place to eat.  Sister 
Jeanette Schutte and Sister Mary Carolyn Welhoelter 
are continuing the ministry of the Poor Handmaids at 
The Kitchen Table.

-	Sister Jeanette Schutte, PHJC

Sister Jeanette, Stacy, Heather, Sharon, Jessica, 
Amanda, Heather, Sister Mary Carolyn, Christy, Sara.  
Sharon’s husband, Gary, is the photographer.  Sharon 
and Gary are the parents of Christy.

In Memory of Sister Frances Herumin, PHJC
Sister Frances Herumin, PHJC passed away on January 10, 2007 at St. Joseph Regional 
Medical Center, Plymouth, Indiana.  She was born to Roch and Josephine Herumin on 
February 18, 1914 in Ashland, Wisconsin.  She entered the Poor Handmaids of Jesus 
Christ community on June 25, 1934.  For 50 years Sister Frances taught school in 
Indiana and Illinois.  She then volunteered at a day care and at St. Catherine’s Hospital 
in East Chicago before retiring to the Catherine Kasper Home in 1993.

May she rest in peace.

4 | Word Gathering
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We Love Getting Mail
We welcome your comments and suggestions  

about Word Gathering.  If you would like to  
contact us, please send your thoughts to:

Word Gathering, 
P.O. Box 1,  Donaldson, IN 46513

~or~
E-mail: julied@poorhandmaids.org

Special Interest / In Memory

Organ Performance at Ancilla Domini Chapel
Dr. Herman D. Taylor and his wife, Mrs. Vivian 
Taylor performed on March 13 in the Ancilla Domini 
Chapel, Poor Handmaids of Jesus Christ Ministry 
Center, Donaldson, Indiana.  The organ recital/vocal 
performance was jointly sponsored by the PHJC 
Ministry Center, Lindenwood Retreat and Conference 
Center, Ancilla College and the First Federal Savings 
Bank of Plymouth, Indiana.  This recital was the 
opening event in a week-long series of celebrations 
leading to the installation of Dr. Ronald May on 
March 16 as President of Ancilla College.

Herman D. Taylor holds the bachelor of music 
degree from Chicago Musical College of Roosevelt 
University, and the master and doctoral degrees from 
the University of Michigan where his organ study was 
with Dr. Marilyn Mason.  He also holds the AAGO 
certification from the American Guild of Organists.

Before going to Eastern Illinois University in 1990 as 
Chair of the Music Department, he was professor of 
music, Coordinator of Music and Chair of the Division 
of the Humanities at Dillard University in New 
Orleans, Louisiana.

Vivian H. Taylor, a native of Jackson, Mississippi, 
received the bachelor of music degree from Dillard 
University in New Orleans, Louisiana, and graduate 
studies at The University of New Orleans.  Prior to 
moving to Charleston, she was a teacher in the New 
Orleans public and Catholic schools.

Mrs. Taylor was a member of the New World 
Ensemble under the direction of the late Moses Hogan, 

the New Orleans Black Chorale, and the professional 
chorus, Jefferson Singers.  She has been featured as 
soloist in a number of works including Gloria by 
Poulenc, Behold the Lamb and Messiah.

Dr. Taylor’s recital included works by J. S. Bach, 
Louis Clérambault, and Maurice Duruflé.  Pie Jesu 
from Requiem by Maurice Duruflé, and a selection of 
Spirituals was sung by Vivian Taylor.

The public was invited to this free event.  A small 
reception was held after the performance in Cana Hall.

-	Mary Lou McCarthy, PHJC Liturgist/Organist

Dr. Herman D. Taylor and his wife, Vivian Taylor

In Memory of Associate Mary Quackenbush
East One Associate, Mary Quackenbush, passed away on February 1, 2007.  She was 
90 years old.  Mary had been an Associate for sixteen years.  Mary is survived by four 
sons, one daughter, six grandchildren, seven great-grandchildren and two brothers.  
She was a member of St. Aloysius Catholic Church in Yoder, Indiana.  Her Mass of 
Christian Burial was on February 6 at the church. 

May Mary rest in peace.
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Special Feature

Our Affect On Global Warming
Global warming is one of the biggest threats facing hu-
manity today.  The very existence of life is jeopardized 
by our continued dependency on fossil fuels for energy.  
Every mainstream religion has a mandate to care for 
creation.  All of creation is called to be in right relation-
ship and preserve life for future generations.

One definition of global warming refers to “the 
hypothesis that Earth’s atmosphere is warming 
because of the release of ‘greenhouse gases,’ such as 
carbon dioxide.  These gases are released into the air 
from burning gas, oil, coal, wood and other resources 
which then holds heat in an action similar to the walls 
of a greenhouse.”

The Poor Handmaids of Jesus Christ, through 
the efforts of their co-workers and the Ecological 
Relationship Committee (ERC: a committee of leaders 
from the Ministry Center focused on sustaining 
right relationship within our own bio-region), were 
pleased to sponsor a special screening of the film 
An Inconvenient Truth.  This film focuses on the 
grave nature of global warming.  In addition to 
discussing the gravity of the situation, it also points 
out how individuals and people of faith can respond 

of us to make a dif-
ference.  According to 
Gore, the average 
American cre-
ates about 15,000 
pounds of carbon diox-
ide emissions per year.  
The United States, 
with 5% of the world’s 
population, produces about one 
quarter of the planet’s total greenhouse gas emissions.  
A helpful website (www.climatecrisis.net) contains an 
interactive energy meter where you can calculate your 
“carbon footprint.”  This information can help you 
decide what future decisions would be most helpful to 
reducing your impact on the environment.

Not only can individuals make a difference, but many 
manufacturing companies have stepped up to the plate 
of recognizing their impact on the environment.  A 
major producer of outdoor clothing recently created a 
“nutritional label for footwear” on their boxes which 
shows the environmental and community involvement 
impact of the people who produced the product.

Thus the bottom line for each of us is this:  What 
choices will we make to impact our world and its 
future?  How can we save more energy at home?  Is it 
possible to consume less and conserve more?  Can each 
of us be a catalyst for change?  The future is up to us.

Throughout the years the Poor Handmaids have made 
significant progress in finding ways to reduce global 
warming.  Currently they are engaged in a renovation 
process to convert the heating and cooling system in 
the main Motherhouse building from fossil fuels to 
geothermal.  The Poor Handmaids have  also adopted 
the Earth Charter with its “values and principles for a 
sustainable future.”  This document describes how our 
personal commitment can enhance “the well-being of 
the human family and the greater community of life.”  
For further information and tips on how to participate, 
go to www.earthcharter.org.

-	Loretta Peters, Director of Lindenwood Retreat & 
Conference Center

All of Creation is called to be in  
right relationship and preserve life  

for future generations.

to reduce and reverse this trend.  The film develops 
a key concept that human beings, through the forces 
of technology and communication, are now able to 
affect the fate of the planet.  Truly the future is in our 
control.  As people of faith, what will be our response?

Of course the biggest challenge is for each of us to 
understand our individual impact on the climate crisis.  
It is easy to feel overwhelmed and helpless due to the 
magnitude of the planetary crisis.  In Al Gore’s book, 
An Inconvenient Truth, he points out that the Chinese 
character for crisis (名 词) depicts both danger and 
opportunity.  There are many opportunities for each 

http://www.climatecrisis.net
http://www.earthcharter.org
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Special Interest

Retreats International Conference
In the midst of Indiana’s winter weather, Brother Bob 
Overland, FS, Coordinator of Mission Integration and 
Loretta Peters, Director of Lindenwood Retreat & 
Conference Center, journeyed in January to Atlanta to 
attend Retreats International 2007.  Atlanta’s Marriott 
Perimeter Hotel was the site for this major conference, 
entitled, Rattling the Idols — Reverencing the Divine.  
Approximately 140 people attended, primarily from 
the U.S. and Canada.  The conference featured 
plenary sessions with Barbara Fiand, Don Cozzens 
and Diarmuid O’Murchu.  Plenary sessions provided 
challenging, cutting-edge information for each 
attendee to take back to their retreat center.  The three 
plenary speakers engaged the audience in topics which 
are currently very relevant in the Catholic context.

Barbara Fiand, SND de Namur, urged her audience to 
identify the “idols” of our current religious structure.  
Long a proponent of holistic spirituality in her books 
and lectures, she described idols we wrestle with.  
She noted that language about God is a metaphor for 
our perception of who God is for each of us.  God is 
always so much more than how anyone can describe 
him or her.  Frequently we labor with the idea that our 
life and framework is a permanent construct.  Barbara 
pointed out that such is not the case, but in fact 
“change is reality.”  Barbara praised the work which 
retreat centers are doing stating that “here is where the 
transformation of consciousness can take place.”

Donald Cozzens is a priest of the Cleveland 
Archdiocese.  He writes and lectures extensively on 
the crisis and opportunities in the Catholic Church 
at this time.  During this lecture, he described the 
fundamental attributes of the Catholic Church in the 
West.  He feels the time is right for the mature attitude 
of the adult Christian.  According to Cozzens a key 
question is “what is our best structure for today?”  
Cozzens stated, “the first task of ministry is to connect 
with people.”

Diarmuid O’Murchu, MSC, pointed out that we 
need a sense of hope for our time when dualisms 
have become so ingrained.  He believes the dualisms 
“either/or” needs to give way to “both/and.”  For 
instance, unhappiness is a stage on the way to 

happiness rather than it’s opposite.  For some 2000 
years, we have framed the human person in terms of 
the rational.  At this time we have a hunger for a new 
quality of relating, of being interdependent, intuitive 
and imaginative.

Nineteen workshops were held during the afternoon 
sessions that provided practical, down-to-earth 
guidance.  Topics varied from fundraising to 
marketing, software to hospitality, music ministry 
to multifaith culture, and board development and 
structures.  Sessions on outdoor adventure retreats and 
the wilderness as a place of renewal complemented the 
taking of retreat ministry on the road to marginalized 
communities.  During one of these sessions, Sister 
Cathy Cahill, OSF, gave an overview of 12 step 
spirituality and also provided a brief history of AA and 
ALAnon.  Lindenwood is pleased to offer a number of 
12 step programs during 2007.

The Board and Council of Area Representatives met 
in January, prior to the Conference.  At that time, 
Anne Luther, Executive Director and Sister Barbara 
Schmitz, President of the Board, informed us that 
effective December 31, 2007, Retreats International 
(RI) will cease to exist.  This marks the culmination 
of a ten year financial struggle.  During 2007, RI will 
honor its commitments and will publish the Bridge 
online only.  There will be no additional Board/Area 
Representative meetings and no directory will be 
published.  However, the Summer Institute for Adult 
Spiritual Renewal will be held.  In addition, RI 
will sponsor a Holy Week Retreat April 2–8, 2007 
facilitated by Diarmuid O’Murchu at the Fullerton 
Cenacle in Chicago.

We look forward to going back to our areas to gather 
the local energy and see what might happen for the 
future.  May the Christ who rose from the dead grant 
us the grace to see what lies ahead and to have the 
courage to follow our hearts.

-	Loretta Peters, Director of Lindenwood Retreat & 
Conference Center and Brother Bob Overland, FS, 
Coordinator of Mission Integration for the Poor Handmaids 
of Jesus Christ
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This&That
The North American Conference of Associates and 
Religious (NACAR) is a member based non-for-
profit organization which strives to serve Associates 
and vowed members of religious congregations as 
they proclaim their call to live the spirit, charism and 
mission of their particular religious congregations.  
NACAR has over 400 members from across the 
United States and Canada and has a readership for 
its newsletter of over 800.  NACAR celebrated its 
10th anniversary in 2006 and Sister Cathy Schwemer, 
PHJC became NACAR’s executive director on 
July 1, 2006.  NACAR’s Board of Directors met 
at Lindenwood in March to continue its work of 
strategic planning for its next 10 years.  For more 
information on NACAR you can click onto their 
website at www.catholic-church.org/nacar.

LCWR Region VII — March 18–20, 2007 the 
Leadership teams of the women religious in Indiana 
and Michigan met at Lindenwood.  The topic for 
their meeting this spring was the role of Associates 
in their religious congregations.  Approximately 35–
40 leaders were the guests of the PHJC Leadership 
Team.  Arriving Sunday evening, the regional 
leaders had meetings, prayer services and group 
processes Sunday evening, all day Monday, and until 
noon on Tuesday.

Ancilla Systems Incorporated (ASI) has moved 
its office.  ASI is now located at 1419 S. Lake 
Park Avenue, Hobart Indiana 46342.  Ancilla 
Systems provides services and support to the Poor 
Handmaids of Jesus Christ and their ministries.

The Ancilla College nursing program has been 
granted full accreditation by Indiana State Board 
of Nursing (ISBN).  After spending three years 
under “initial accreditation,” the ISBN unanimously 
approved the Ancilla College nursing program for 
full accreditation.  “It’s very important to have 
full accreditation,” said Ann Fitzgerald, Assistant 
Professor and Director of Nursing and Health 
Sciences at Ancilla College.  “We have met the 
standards and regulations set forth by ISBN for our 
program and our graduates.”  The nursing program 
graduated its first class last spring, as 31 students 
received their degrees.  The program now accepts 
up to 40 students each year for admission, and also 
hosts a program for the completion of a bachelor’s 
degree through Indiana University–Kokomo.

Board Leadership Retreat — On March 7, 
2007 a retreat was held for the leaders and board 
members of the PHJC ministries.  This is a time 
when participants learned about different ministries 
of the Poor Handmaids and experience solidarity 
with others who are working to continue the mission 
of the PHJC ministries.  Susan Hacker-Nelson of 
Loring and Associates presented information on 
board roles and evaluations.  Father Edward Malloy, 
CSC spoke on how spirituality influences leadership 
roles and responsibilities. This year’s retreat took 
place in Cana Hall at the PHJC Ministry Center, 
Donaldson, Indiana.

http://www.catholic-church.org/nacar

